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I. Earth and Heaven

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, 
and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light” 
(Genesis 1:1-3). 

You’re probably familiar with the first three verses of the Bible. But what many 
overlook is a simple truth: God created light on the first day, but He didn’t create sun or 
moon or stars until the fourth. That created light on day one was not from a natural 
source. Rather, it was there because God commanded it to be; and where God is with His 
glory unveiled, there is light to be seen.

But the Lord works through means in this world, and so He appointed the sun, moon 
and stars to provide light for His creation. This was part of His foresight, too: tragically 
soon, Adam and Eve would fall into sin, and would not be able to bear God’s glorious 
presence anymore. They would need other sources of light for their lives in this world, 
even as this world was plunged into darkness.

That’s the world in which you and I live, one that is plagued with the darkness of sin. 
Quite opposed to Eden, you cannot see God in His glory here. Sinners like you and I 
cannot bear to stare into the sun, one of His means of physical light; as He declares in 
Exodus 33, we could not look upon His glorious face and live. Thus, with God’s glory 
hidden and God at work in hidden ways, it is easy for us sinners to listen to temptation 
and doubt His presence at all.

Unlike Eden and heaven both, this is a world defiled. It isn’t holy, and man schemes 
all sorts of impure activities. Some of it may be enjoyable for a while, perhaps attractive 
enough to dabble in. But all that God forbids is an abomination before Him—it is the 
sinful stuff of a fallen earth, not the purity and light of heaven.

Unlike heaven, it is a world of lies and deception. That’s true enough in all sorts of 
business transactions and relationships, but there is a greater lie and deception at work: 
there is always the great temptation to deceive yourself and believe that you’re not all 
that sinful, that the wages of sin won’t catch up with you. That’s one of the greatest sins 
of youth, to anticipate long life so much as to think that it will never end; and, not 
believing it will end, to take lightly your sinfulness that ends it. 

But the wages of sin always catch up. Because unlike the blessings of heaven, this is a 
world accursed, and the wages of sin is death for all. I realize this is a rather dark sermon, 
but I tell you nothing that is not already apparent. Many of you know this all too well 



already, because you grieve. You grieve the loss of friends and lifelong loved ones who 
have departed this world. You’re winded by the void, the absence of the one who was 
always there. And you might well be angry or at least bewildered that the world keeps 
going, that one so precious would seem so easily forgotten.

So we arrive at All Saints Day; and on this day we remember all the saints who have 
gone before us—who now rest from their labors. And so that we might rejoice in God’s 
kindness to them and to us, we hear His description of heaven for His people, forgiven 
for Jesus’ sake. Take heart, dear friends: this is what the Lord says of those whom you 
mourn, who died in the Christian faith.

He says they are holy. He says that, for Jesus’ sake, they are delivered from all sin, 
because the sin that plagued them in this life is not permitted in heaven. The temptations 
that dogged them here are not there, and so they have rest from their labors in Christ.

He says they are blessed. They are blessed because the curse of sin has been removed, 
and they are no longer afflicted with the wages of sin. Our last memories of loved ones in 
this world are commonly those of failing and frailty and disease and difficulty. But those 
who die in the Lord are delivered from sin’s curse to heaven, where there is no more 
sickness or pain. God blesses them with eternal life, eternal health. Though you must 
mourn their absence, there is great comfort in their deliverance.

God says that they are named. He has written His name on their heads, marking them 
as His precious people; furthermore, He has written their name in the Book of Life. 
While this world scurries on in time and often overlooks those who have died, the Lord 
says to them, “I have not forgotten you, because you are one for whom My Son died. I 
will never forget you. The Kingdom of Heaven is yours.”

We hear God promise these things in our epistle today, along with one more attribute 
of heaven: there is no sun or moon in heaven, and there is no night, because the Lamb is 
its light. There is no more separation from God in His glory—there is no need, because 
there is no sin. Heaven is Eden restored, and then infinitely more. The saints of God in 
heaven look upon His face and live. They live forever.

In this world, it will be given for you to grieve, and that is no small thing. There are 
no magic words or formulas to make the pain go away. You will be tempted to deal with 
grief according to the world, by indulging in things which defile or lies which deceive, or 
self-pity that honors yourself more than the departed or anger which curses God. When 
you are tempted, repent, for these are the devil and your sinful flesh seeking to kill your 
soul. Repent, and cling to these two truths. 

The first is what Jesus declares of those who have died in Christ: they are not 
forgotten, but remembered and delivered. Because Jesus has died on the cross to suffer 
the judgment for their sin, they are holy and blessed and live forever, because God is with 
them.



The second is this: all of this is true for you, even now.

II. A Bit of Heaven on Earth

You are holy, even now. God declares that you are holy for Jesus’ sake. Your Savior 
has taken your guilt and suffered the judgment for all of your sin. Because He has 
cleansed you by His blood and clothed you in His righteousness, God no longer sees you 
as a sinner, defiled and blemished. To use more language from our text: as with the saints 
in heaven, He sees you as the bride of Christ, pure and spotless and undefiled. It is just 
that the saints in heaven have already arrived from the journey, and you still travel the 
dark and dusty road to the wedding hall. But you are holy and the bride of Christ right 
now, because Christ—your Bridegroom—has redeemed you with His own blood.

You are named by God. He has written His name upon your forehead, marking you as 
His own; and He has written your name in His book of life. How do you know? 
Remember your baptism and live daily in it. There, by water and the Word, God put His 
name on you, for He baptized you “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost.” There, He wrote your name in His book of life and promised His 
faithfulness: “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” This world’s 
abominations and the grief of death will work to make you believe that God has forsaken 
you, but the Lord declares, “I have not forgotten you, and I will never forget you. I’ve 
marked you as my own. I remember you, and I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

You are blessed by God. He does not declare you to be under the curse of sin and His 
judgment anymore. He blesses you—He speaks well of you. He says, “You’re My 
beloved child. My Son has removed all of your sin, so you are a member of My 
household and an heir of My kingdom. Do not run away; because while you cannot see 
that kingdom now with your eyes, I promise that it is there for you, as it is for all the 
saints who have gone before you.” God blesses you and says this to you again and again 
and again, for this is the import of the words, “I forgive you all of your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” Rejoice always to hear that 
Absolution, for it is the Lord’s promise: “I have gone to prepare a place for you, that 
where I am, you may be also.”

You are holy and named and blessed. Why? Because the Lord is present with you. 
Your Savior is just as present with you as He is with those saints in heaven: it is just that, 
while they can look upon His face, you cannot. Instead, He cloaks Himself and His work 
in humble means: rather than say, “Look at My glory,” He says, “Take and eat, this is My 
body…take and drink, this is My blood, for the forgiveness of sins.” Jesus is just as much 
with you as He is with the saints in heaven. Your Bridegroom is escorting you to the 
marriage feast, where there will be no more sorrow, and God will wipe away every tear 
from your eye.

This leads us to one more comfort on this remembrance of All Saints. If Jesus is here 
with you in His Word and Sacraments, and Jesus is with those who have gone before us 
in heaven, then we are together with them in Christ even now. We do not just rehearse 



here to sing in the future with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven here; 
but because Jesus is with us, we sing with angels and archangels and all the company of 
heaven. When it is given you to mourn the death of one of God’s people, you will never 
be closer to them in this life than when you are with Christ in His Word and Sacraments. 
He is their Savior with them. He is your Savior with you. As He has blessed them and 
named them and made them holy, He has blessed and named and made you holy. He has 
made you a saint. And while you do not see the host of heaven yet, that kingdom of 
heaven is yours: because you are forgiven for all of your sins.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

Amen


